
“Be the BESt; Accept No Less!” April 2019
http://www.jessamine.kyschools.us

 FROM THE PRINCIPAL . . .
Dear Brookside Families,

Happy Spring!  In the last Beacon, I shared that the PARENT 
INPUT FORM would be available to families in April.  Forms will 
be available in the main office for one week only - APRIL 22nd 
THROUGH APRIL 26th.  Forms will not be available after that 
time, as we will start placing students the following week.   Parents 
are welcome to complete the form at school or take the form home 
and return it within the week.  As always, you are not required to 
fill out a Parent Input Form.  We carefully consider the placement 
of each of our students during the placement process. Please let me 
know if you have any questions about the process.

Best regards, 
Mrs. Horn

APRIL 1-5 - Spring Break
APRIL 12 - Spring Pictures (individual & classroom)
APRIL 12 - Color Run 5:30
APRIL 16 - Clothing Donation Pick Up
APRIL 18 - SBDM 4:30
APRIL 18 - JELV Transition Night 6:00
APRIL 25 - Family Circle Advisory Council 3:15
APRIL 27 - East Side Spring Fling @ Lake Mingo Park 11-1

MARCH TO GREATNESS!  
We have one grade level still battling in this attendance 

challenge across the district.   It is the East side 3rd graders!  
They are facing off against the West side 7th graders to 
determine who the champions will be!   The championship 
will be determined by the best attendance for the week prior 
to Spring Break, March 25-29.  The East side has swept the 
March to Greatness competition since it began a few years back.  
Hopefully, we will continue this pattern.  Let’s go 3rd grade 
team! 

by JonAnn Horn, Principal

KPREP Testing
Our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students will be KPREP testing 

Tuesday, May 7th – Monday, May 13th.  Please do not schedule 
any routine doctor or dentist visits (during school hours) between 
May 7th-13th.    

The students will be tested in the following areas:
• Third Grade:  Reading and Math  
• Fourth Grade:  Reading, Math, and Science 
• Fifth Grade: Reading, Math, Social Studies, and  

On-Demand Writing 

To help prepare your child for KPREP testing, please remind 
them about the importance of the test and set time aside each 
night to help your student work in areas in which they may be 
struggling. The following tips will help your child perform at his 
or her highest levels during the week of testing: 

• Get a good night’s sleep!
• Eat a healthy breakfast!
• Be prepared to test and don’t be late! 
• Remain on task!
• Give it your best effort!

MAP Testing
The Spring MAP testing window will begin the week of April 

15th. All grade levels will test  in both reading and math. In the 
next few weeks, you will receive your child’s MAP Progress 
Report. The Progress Report will show your child’s progress 
and growth throughout the year, the overall score compared to 
the district and typical norms, and your child’s percentile rank in 
reading and math. As always, thank you for your support!

“Growth is never by mere chance; it is the result of forces 
working together.” 

-James Cash Penny 

by: Mrs. Toni Dix, Assistant Principal/Curriculum Resource
CURRICULUM CONNECTION

ATTENDANCE NEWS

Hopefully, with the arrival of spring, we will see an improvement 
in our attendance.  The 3rd grading period was a very difficult 
time with various illnesses and the flu affecting many children 
and adults too!  Brookside’s attendance percentage from Jan. 
7th through March 12th was 94.9 %.  This has been our overall 
lowest grading period so far this school year. The 2nd grade 
had the best percentage with 95.6 %.   Way to go 2nd grade!  
Wednesday, March 13th, began the last and final grading period 
of the 2018-2019 school year.  Let’s make this the best one yet 
and blow BES attendance out the roof.  Remember 96% is our 
goal! You can do it!      

EAST SIDE SPRING FLING

EJMS will partner with their feeder schools (Brookside, Warner 
and Red Oak) to provide a  family event at Lake Mingo Park 
from 11:00-1:00. Watch for more details about this afternoon of  
food and fun.



ART NEWS   Ms.  Soch, Art Teacher

The school has been abuzz this month with our Cake Warz! At press 
time, the whole school has voted and we are about to announce the 
finalists! Winners will be announced in the May Beacon.

Save the Date! Specials Night will be held Tues, April 16th at 
Brookside! Stay tuned for more info on what proves to be a “special” 
night!

Thanks to all who came to view the wonderful artwork at this year’s 
Art Walk!

MUSIC NEWS    Mrs. Angel, Music Teacher

Hello Brookside Families! In March, our students have been learning 
activities themed for St. Patrick’s day.  We have recently completed 
an Irish folk dance combining other elements of music such as 
keeping rhythm with sticks and working with others to practice 
and revise a performance. In class we have also been reviewing 
the different rhythms and their respective values. I hope all of our 
Brookside families have a wonderful April!  Please be on the lookout 
for information about upcoming performances.

LIBRARY NEWS
Mrs. Stevens, Library/Media Teacher

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to the Brookside library the 
week of April 15-19! We will be open all day Monday through 
Thursday, and until 11:30 on Friday morning. Students will visit the 
fair during their regularly scheduled library times. We can accept 
cash, credit cards (from parents), and checks made out to Brookside 
Elementary. Be on the lookout for the Scholastic Book Fair flyer, 
which will feature many of the new and exciting titles that will be 
available at the fair. The Book Fair profits will be used to update and 
replenish our library collection. We appreciate your support!

by Stephanie Carson, Guidance Counselor

On Friday, March 22, our third, fourth, and fifth grade 
students participated in a “Career Pathway Fair” hosted 
by ambassadors from the Jessamine Career and Technical 
Center (JCTC).  This was a great opportunity for our 
students to hear and learn about various careers as well as 
find out what opportunities and pathways they will have 
to explore throughout the education system in Jessamine 
County Schools.  I was very impressed with the enthusiasm 

and attentiveness of our students as they listened to presentations 
from the career pathways that were presented which included: 
Agriculture, Bio-Medical, Business & Marketing, Family 
and Consumer Science (FCS), Health Science, Informational 
Technology (IT), Pre-Engineering, Pre-Law, Public Service: Fire 
Science & Military, and Transportation.  A big thank you to Dr. 
Vanessa Ruda that helped coordinate this opportunity for Brookside 
students.  

NEWS FROM THE STEM LAB
Mrs. Marshall, STEM Teacher

Hello from the STEM Lab!  This month first graders will continue to 
learn about sound and light.  Second grade will finish learning about 
animals and biodiversity.  Third grade will finish learning about 
animals and how they change over time.  Fourth grade will continue 
to learn about energy.  Lastly fifth grade will be starting a unit 
about coding and computer programming.  Keep your night open 
on April 16th and come and learn about the special area classrooms 
at Brookside.  More information will be coming home with your 
student soon. 

THE FAMILY CIRCLE NEEDS 
YOUR HELP!!!   

Debbie Richardson, Coordinator

Now that spring has finally arrived you might be moved to do some 
“spring cleaning”!  If you clean out closets and drawers and find 
clothing that your children have outgrown, please consider the 
following options:

1. Donate shorts (both boys and girls of all sizes) to the Family 
Circle.  Students visit the center regularly to get a change of 
clothing due to spills or other accidents.

2. Bring clothing (infant thru adult sizes) to the center for donation to 
Southland Christian’s Helping Through Him Project.  We partner 
with this organization to provide clothing for our families in need.  
They will pick up your donated items on April 16th so please 
bring your items before that date.

WELCOME INCOMING

1ST GRADE FAMILIES!!    
On Thursday, April 18th we would like to invite all families with 
children who will be Brookside 1st Graders next year to a transition 
event at 6:00.  Please plan to join us at 6:00
 for a fun family opportunity to visit Brookside and find out what 
your 1st grader will learn and how you can help them!  



JCS Food Service is offering a new menu service-MealViewer. Meal Viewer is available online (https://schools.mealviewer.com/district/
jessamine) and as an app. Students can see menus, including allergy and nutrition information for individual items. Additionally, students 
can “favorite” items from the app, and our Food Service department can then see the data of which meals are being chosen as favorites so 
they can better plan to serve meals students prefer. Check out the site or download the app today!

APRIL BREAKFAST

APRIL LUNCH



School-based decision making (SBDM) councils 
present an incredible opportunity for parents to become 
involved in their child’s school and to initiate positive 
change, improving the educational experience for all 
students. SBDM councils have school-level authority 
to make impactful decisions involving curriculum, 
instruction, budget, personnel, and scheduling, as well 
as the responsibility for facility-management and other 
student-related issues.  Elected parent and teacher 
representatives and the school principal serve on the 
council and are tasked with meeting the needs of each and 
every student. 

SBDM council parent representative elections are 
taking place this spring and as outlined by Kentucky 
law, the elections will be conducted by the largest parent 
organization in the school.  As a parent, your vote has the 
potential to dramatically impact your child’s education, 
as those elected will share in policy decisions that affect 
many aspects of student learning.  As stakeholders in our 
district, you have the right, as well as the responsibility, to 
be informed about the candidates and their views and to 
select those who will best represent not only your child’s 
interests, but who will also serve the needs of every 
student in your child’s school. 

Participating in our SBDM elections is crucial, but 
there are also other ways that you can become involved.  
Communicate with the parent council members; they 
represent you!   Share feedback and your views on the 
important decisions that they face.  You might also 
consider volunteering as a committee member. All schools 
have committees that work on specific issues including 
curriculum, discipline, and facilities. These groups make 
reports and recommendations to the SBDM council for 
policy consideration and provide a way for you to become 
involved on issues that are of particular interest to you.  
Or, how about running for the SBDM council?  Parents 

can nominate themselves or be nominated by someone at 
the school.  Check with your child’s school for election 
information or contact your school principal with further 
questions. 

Please know that your participation can make a 
difference in your child’s education.  Decades of research 
studies show that when parents are involved, students 
have increased motivation, improved self-esteem, better 
attendance, and higher grades.  When schools and 
families work together, everyone benefits: parents become 
empowered, teachers feel even more supported, schools 
are more effective, 
and communities 
grow stronger.  And, 
most importantly, 
students perform 
better in school and 
in life.

 

School-Based Decision Making 
Supporting Student Success

by Matthew Moore

Are you looking for meaningful work that 
fits with your child’s school calendar? 

Are you interested in a job with health 
insurance and benefits?  

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to 
drive a big yellow bus?  

Here’s a great opportunity for 
FREE training to help you obtain a 
Commercial Driver’s License Permit, 
which could lead to a job with the JCS 
Transportation Team.  If you end up 
driving a bus for JCS, we’ll even pay 
you for this 20 hour training!


